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Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Paradise Beach II ("Tognazzini") land
acquisition project. Conservancy support for the project will provide the non-federal matching
funds required to accept a $1.2 million dollar grant to the Conservancy from NOAA's Coastal
Estuarine and Land Conservation Program. The project is also supported by the Dunes
Collaborative, a coalition that coordinates management of all the public lands within the reserve,
as well as the larger Nipomo-Guadalupe Dunes Complex to the north.

Point Sal Reserve is an area of incomparable natural beauty and geological and
ecological riches. Its rugged terrain and remote location adjacent to Vandenberg Air Force Base
in northern Santa Barbara County has allowed the area's rare and fragile habitats to remain
relatively undisturbed by development or human uses. The land, comprising the last remaining
unprotected property identified in the 800-acre Point Sal Reserve Management Area, provides an
exciting opportunity to complete the goals set out in the 1991 Point Sal Reserve Management
Plan. Acquiring the property will result in the opening of two miles of the California Coastal Trail
and will connect with publicly-owned land to the north that lies within the Nipomo-Guadalupe
Dunes Complex, opening up passive recreation opportunities appropriate for the area.

I strongly encourage you to give full and fair consideration to the Paradise Beach II land
acquisition project, pursuant to all rules and regulations. If you have any questions, please contact
Jonathan Sam in my Santa Barbara district office at (805) 730-1710.

Sincerely,

LOIS CAPPS
Member of Congress
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Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coa.sta.l Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612
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RE: Paradise Beach II/Pt. Sal LandAcquisiliolt Project

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I am writing to express our suppOli for, and urge your board to approve, the proposed State Coastal
Conservancy grant to The County of Santa Barbara for their planned a.cquisition of the 172-acre
TObrnll.:-:zlnl PT()pCrLy located on Paradise Beach adjacent to the existing Pt. Sal Reserve Management
Area, which is owned and operated by California State Parks, the Bureau of Land Management, and Santa
Barbara County Parks. The acquisition of the property will serve to permanently protect the site's
outstanding coastal dunes, wildlife habitat, and cultural resource values, including several state and
federally listed plant and animal species, as well as a unique fresh water dune pond.

This acquisition project takes advantage of a rare opportunity to expand the Pt. Sal Reserve Management
Area, protect a contiguous area of coastal dunes. and broaden the current visitor serving and restoration
programs being administered by the Dunes Collaborative:. This project has been spearheaded by The
Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County in partnership with the County, and we believe their team
is well positioned to carry out this project having undertaken numerous projects of a similar nature within
the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes area over the past 20 years_

The Pt. Sal area is truly one of the central coast's most remote, rugged, and dramatic landscapes. We arc
in agreement that its conservation is well-warranted and offer our support for this acquisition. Thank you
for your consideration of this projt;et at your April 15L meeting.
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